Myanmar Earthquake

On 28 March 2025, a powerful earthquake of 7.7 magnitude, with the epicentre near Mandalay, the second
largest city, caused widespread devastation in Myanmar. It was the most severe seismic event recorded in over
110 years. UN report stated that “As of 21 April 2025, at least 5 735 people were reported dead and more than 5
100 injured, while thousands were displaced, and livelihoods and food supplies were severely disrupted. In
addition, the earthquake caused extensive destruction to critical infrastructure, including hospitals, schools,
roads and bridges, especially in the densely populated regions of Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway as well as in
Bago the Shan states. According to the ASEAN Disaster Monitoring and Response System, approximately 38.1
million people, about half of the country’s total population, were living in areas that were exposed to the
earthquake.”

After hearing of the earthquake in Myanmar, Raju, the Nepali Executive Director of ACN has said “we express
our heartfelt solidarity with the Burmese people in this time of immense grief. Just as communities have
supported us during past calamities in Nepal, we are committed to offering help wherever possible by sharing
our experiences, expertise, and resources—both from within and outside our networks.”

The ACN Executive Director is visiting Myanmar in late April/May to assist in earthquake response — to share
experiences and learnings, help build response teams, provide training and orientation for responders. If
assisting with relief is acceptable to Myanmar government and logistically possible, he will assist local
organisations and local churches to develop plan for relief project, develop procurement and operational
guidelines, secure government approval for receiving funds and implementing project, and package and deploy
relief supplies to affected communities. Relief would most likely initially include distribution of 1 month supply
of emergency food, hygiene and non-food essentials +/- provision of temporary shelter. Sharing experiences and
training responders is definite — possible relief distribution project will depend on approval from Myanmar
government, and on external donors. If this goes ahead, backup support will be provided remotely from team in
Pokhara +/- Advisor as needed.

Based on communication with locals and reports from the ground, the emergency needs of survivors are as
follows:

. Food and Nutrition: Distribution of food supplies, including staples and ready-to-eat items, to address
hunger and prevent malnutrition.

. Non-Food Essentials: Items such as blankets, clothing, and sleeping mats to provide warmth and
comfort.

. Water and Sanitation: o Access to clean drinking water to prevent disease outbreaks.

. o0 Restoration of sanitation facilities to reduce the risk of disease transmission.

. o Hygiene Kits and water purification tablets to support cleanliness and safety.

. 0 Repairing water systems to ensure a steady supply of clean water.

. Shelter: Provision of temporary shelters for displaced families, as many homes have been destroyed.

. Medical Care: o Immediate trauma care for the injured, including surgical supplies and trauma Kits.

. 0 Mental health support for survivors coping with trauma.

. Infrastructure Repair: Rebuilding hospitals, schools, roads, and other key facilities to restore

normalcy and support long-term recovery.

Some relief efforts from other organizations and governments are underway. Assessment has shown the
response to the Myanmar earthquake has encountered numerous challenges, impacting relief efforts:

Conflict and Instability: Ongoing conflict and political unrest have hindered access to remote and heavily
affected regions, limiting the reach of aid organizations.

Insufficient Funding: A shortage of financial resources has left many survivors without access to essential aid,
such as food, water, and medical supplies.

Damaged Infrastructure: The destruction of roads, bridges, and communication networks has caused
significant delays in rescue and relief operations.

Fragmented Coordination: The complex political landscape in Myanmar has complicated collaboration
between local authorities, international organizations, and community groups, further slowing efforts.

Health and Sanitation Risks: Limited access to clean water and sanitation facilities has heightened the risk of
disease outbreaks, exacerbating the crisis for survivors.

! https://reliefweb.int/report/myanmar/giews-country-brief-myanmar-28-april-2025



